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Prompt 1: The Chicken Feather
Student Name
Institution Affiliation





Prompt 1: The Chicken Feather
The chicken feather is a supernatural story that revolves around a mystical chicken feather that was brought into the home of the Black’s family by one of their friends in Corporal Eli Jacobs, who had spent about 20 years in Vietnam. The story starts out on a cold rainy night with the Black family relaxing next to the fireplace. While James Black and his father are playing poker, Mrs. Black knits away at the fireplace. It is at that point that Corporal Eli Jacobs pays them a visit and shares his exploits abroad. They stories are so interesting that Mr. Black showcases interest in visiting Vietnam but he is quickly urged to stay at home by the Corporal. Through the proposal of the Blacks, the Corporal takes out a white chicken feather from his pocket. The Corporal then shares that a mystic miracle worker in Vietnam cast a spell on the feather to showcase that people’s lives are governed by fate and that it is ill-advised to meddle with fate. According to the Corporal, the white chicken feather grants three wishes. He shared that he had already made his three wishes and so had another individual who asked for death with the third wish. The Corporal informs the family that he has considered selling the feather but fears that it would cause even more trouble. With this, the Corporal throws the feather into the fire but it is quickly rescued by Mr. Black who had become fascinated and intrigued by the story. Mr. Black is then shown how to make his three wishes using the chicken feather. The Corporal also urges him to use common sense when wishing and eventually leaves leaving the family with the chicken feather to do as they please. 
Mr. Black is then convinced by his son James to wish for $500 and which would be enough to offset for the balance they owe for the house. As he makes the wish, Mr. Black notices that white feather moved like a snake in his palm. Contrary to their expectations, nothing happens after the wish is made. They had expected for the money to fall miraculously from the sky. With that, they leave the chicken feather on the dining table and all go to bed. They wake up to a sunny winter morning. The house looks quite cheerful and is in sharp contrast to the gloomy atmosphere of the previous evening. The chicken feather looks harmless and the family starts ridiculing the Corporal’s stories. Mr. Black posits that many individuals often make the grave mistake of associating coincidence with granted wishes. After sharing breakfast and a few laughs, James leaves for work.
Later in the afternoon, a nicely dressed stranger calls on the family. The stranger seemed hesitant on getting into the compound. He eventually succeeds and shares that he is a representative of Mr. Dinkle who had employed James. He informs the family of the unfortunate demise of their son from a freak accident at work. James was caught in a machine he was working on and grounded to death. The stranger then informs the family that while the company chooses not to take responsibility for the accident and death, it was willing to give them $500.
Upon overcoming the shock, the Blacks bury their son. Nonetheless, the family is left feeling hopeless and exhausted from the turn of events. Mrs. Black is the most affected and cries constantly for her dead son. She continuously urges her husband to fetch the chicken feather and wish James’s back to life. Mr. Black tries tirelessly to advise her that James’ death and the $500 they had received had nothing to do with the wish the previous night. However, these assertions all fall on death ears as Mrs. Black continues to insist that he should wish for their son to be brought back to life using the chicken feather. Mr. Black eventually caves into the proposal. He retrieved the feather and makes the wish. At that point, all the candles in house go off and they are plunged into darkness. As Mr. Black attempts to light a match, a knock is heard at the door. Mrs. Black believes that it was James who had returned after the wish had been made. 
The turn of events scares Mr. Black and he urges his wife not to open the door. However, she succeeds in breaking free and dashes downstairs. At that moment, the knocking had become more insistent. On the other end, Mr. Black had managed to find the chicken feather that had dropped on the floor and make his final wish. The knocking then stops much to the wails of Mrs. Black. Upon running downstairs, Mr. Black sees the door wide open and the streets empty. 
Elements of the Story
Narration: The point of view of the story is third person omniscient. While the narrator knows everything, little information is given to the readers.
Tone: The tone of the story is mainly dark and malicious because of the mood. The context of the story is filled with evil words and fear-filled thoughts from the characters. The story also has a sad tone because of the death of the couple’s son. 
Themes: The theme of death is central to the story. The son is thrown into a disastrous state upon the demise of their son. Other themes in the story include the danger of wishing and the clash between domesticity and the outside world. With the latter theme, the Black’s home and domestic sphere is showcased as a safe, cozy place from the dangerous world outside.
Foreshadowing: it is used in the story to give readers clues about clues on what to expect. This was witnessed when Mr. Black shared that the chicken feather twisted in his arm like a snake. This should have indicated to the family that there was something amiss with the chicken feather. 
Characters: Mr. Black is the protagonist of the story. He is the one who picked the chicken feather from the fire. He is also the one who made all the wishes with the chicken feather. On the other hand, the Corporal is the antagonist. This is because he is evidently a terrible friend. Despite knowing the consequences and possibilities of the chicken feather, he still gave it out to the family. 
Conflict. Mr. Black is faced by several conflicts in the story. There is the conflict between man and the supernatural and which the latter came out victorious during the initial phase. Mr. Black also has conflict with himself. He struggles with what he should do when his wife insists on bringing their son back to life. This is because he was aware that their son would not be the same again. 
Symbolism: The chicken feather in the story symbolizes desire and greed. It exhibited everything that its owner could wish for and the unrestricted ability to make it happen. On this note, the chicken feather looks alluring, even to unselfish people who desire nothing and have all they need.
Understatement: The phrase “he was caught in the machinery” is an understatement because James Black was killed and his body monstrously mangled. 
